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Name of Place:

Newcastle Recreation Reserve

Other Names:

‘Sheep Pasture Hills'
'The Horseshoe'
'Upper Reserve'
'King Edward Park'

- 1801
- 1860s to 1880s
- 1880s to 1910
- 1910 to current day

Street Address: 3 Ordnance Street, Newcastle 2300

Boundary Description:
Newcastle Recreation Reserve is situated on the hills to the south overlooking the historic city. This listing seeks
to include The Obelisk, King Edward Park, King Edward Park Headland Reserve, Arcadia Park and Yi-ran-na-li.
The north and west boundary of the proposed additional area for listing is Ordnance, Wolfe & Pit streets, also
The Terrace, and the east and southern boundaries are the coastline of Pacific Ocean. The nominated area also
includes a narrow strip of cliff and headland to the north-east. This is Yi-ran-na-li.

The Bogey Hole (also known as the Commandant’s Baths) is to the south of the city on a rock platform at the
base of a gully at King Edward Park. Above the Bogey Hole is the defense site of Shepherd’s Hill, which is part
of King Edward Park. The Obelisk stands to the north-west of the reserve; it has panoramic views and is on a
standalone peak that was once the site of the windmill belonging to the penal settlement.
A large portion of the adjoining area 'Government Domain' or Newcastle Government House & Domain (NSW
State Heritage Register No.1841) to the north is already on the NSW State Heritage Register and is indicated in
the Curtilage Map of nominated area. Also on the SHR are the Shepherd’s Hill Defence Group (NSW State
Heritage Register No.1806) and The Bogey Hole (NSW State Heritage Register No.1678).Southern and southeastern boundaries are the cliff, the western boundary is the wire fence just east of The Terrace. The northern
boundary is just beyond the intersection of York Drive and the Terrace and passes approximately 5 metres along
parallel to the access road to the site. It follows the 67 metres contour around to the edge of the cliff.

Ownership:
City of Newcastle (Local authority)
Crown Lands Division (State authority)

Statement of State Significance:
Newcastle Recreation Reserve is of State heritage significance because it is a coastal historic park that
continues to have features that reflect the openness of the landscape of the European pre contact period and
resemblances of the colonial parklands or ‘sheep pastures’ described by Colonel Paterson in 1802. The reserve
demonstrates key state historical themes of defence, mining and leisure and has. This nominated area was a
colonial recreational area and rare for a park to have convict features such as the baths in its locality. The
nominated area is the location of one of the first working coal shafts in Australia, also associated with convict
labour. Newcastle Recreation Reserve is historically significant at a state level as it contains items of historical
importance to the State, such as the Bogey hole the oldest coastal swimming bathes used by the Commandants
and associated with the site nearby of Newcastle's Government House. Also there are the remains of military
fortifications. The park also has significance because it is associated with prominent landscape architect and
artist Alfred Sharp, who brought to the region ideas and experience gained in New Zealand, regarding the layout
of public spaces, ideas that influence the design of King Edward Park. It is aesthetically and socially significant at
a local level and has been a sanctuary for Novocastrians since becoming a recreation reserve in 1856.
Newcastle Recreation Reserve is home to Themeda Grasslands, it is found in patches throughout this coastal
reserve, a feature that is not known to be as extensive in other public parks throughout NSW.
The characteristics of the park reflect Aboriginal dreamtime stories (Yi-ran-na-li), the sheep pastures of the early
colonial settlement. It is Victorian era parkland that retains much of its nineteenth century qualities. King Edward
Park or Upper Reserve as it was known up to 1910, has since 1856 been a public recreation ground dedicated in
perpetuity to the people of Newcastle. Prior to this it was a reserve granted for the grazing of their goats and
possibly sheep and cattle. "The Shepherds Hill Group is historically significant at a State level because its history
forms an important part of the story of Australian coastal defences during the late 19th and early to mid 20th
centuries. During this time, the site was a key defence post and its history provides an insight into the way that
NSW defence policy reacted to changing technologies, threats and types of warfare. During WWII, the
fortifications at Shepherds Hill played a coordinating role in the defence of Newcastle. Defence of Newcastle
during this time was of high significance to the state, because Newcastle had become an area of great strategic
and industrial importance in NSW. The fact that the site was simultaneously manned by members of the Navy,
Army and the Airforce for a variety of functions is rare and possibly unique in Australia." (Rosen)
The Obelisk has historical significance as it was an important navigational device for the shipping community
during the 19th and early 20th centuries. “Its location on the same site as the first windmill in Newcastle gives it
historical continuity with the development of Newcastle during the early nineteenth century. It has associations
with a number of important events in the history of Newcastle, such as the shipping disaster of 1866 and has
considerable local aesthetic appeal." (Rosen,2008) The Obelisk is a significant part of the Newcastle Recreation
Reserve because the area is associated with other Government features such as the coal mine and Bogey Hole,
all Government use of the early settlement. The associated theme of this nominated area resembles the nearby
‘Newcastle House and Domain’, that also relates to Government use and occupation, both are Government
heritage places.

Comparisons:
There is no other coastal parkland in NSW with such a diverse mix of historic features, including Aboriginal and
convict, and European. No other cultural parkland contains a convict built recreational swimming baths, mining
and defence heritage, and later Victorian landscaped public gardens.
While other places with similar characteristics exist (Coal Mines Historic Site, Tasmania), the coal shaft
in Newcastle Recreation Reserve emerges from that group as one of the earliest examples of a convict
coal shaft in Australia, and the southern hemisphere.
While other coastal areas may contain native grasses, this one represents a public park that has
extensive Themeda Grassland, alongside European landscaping.
While other places with similar characteristics exist (open spaces), this place differs to Port Arthur and
Norfolk Island as a place of secondary punishment, in that it progressed to economic and cultural
transitions and is a convict ‘living’ site.
While other places with similar characteristics such as McIver’s Bath in Sydney exist, the Bogey Hole at
Newcastle is by far the earliest swimming baths in Australia, reflecting the labour of convicts, recreation
of the Commandant’s, something the other baths do not.
While other places with similar parklands exist, Newcastle Recreation Reserve is an early regional park
(first proclaimed a Recreation Reserve 1856), it is a rare landscape associated with both Aboriginal and
European occupation that has remained relatively undeveloped. This is a particularly rare example in
NSW due to its coastal location and additional feature of the Bogey Hole.

Description
Newcastle Recreation Reserve is located on a hilly area south of the shoreline of the Hunter River. To the west is
the Terrace and at the east is the Pacific Ocean where there are tall cliffs that to gradually decline towards
Newcastle South Beach. These cliffs were once part of the Nobbys Tuff, cream and grey layered consolidated
volcanic ash that has formed above the coal seam. Although much of this has eroded over millions of years it is
still evident at the cliffs Yi-ran-na-li, as well as at Shepherds Hill a few hundred metres away, uphill to the south.
This area was previously known as the Sheep Pasture and shown in artworks to have short native grasses.
Newcastle Recreation Reserve has over four hectares of grasslands including patches of Themeda grass and
other native grasses. These native grasses gave the appearance of pastures and parks in England. The coastal
environment at Newcastle was immediately used by Europeans for agriculture in 1804. A small valley behind the
Newcastle Government Domain to the south led down to an ocean rock platform that was later carved out to
create a bathing hole for use by the Commandant of the settlement.
The southern part of the park is known as Shepherd’s Hill, and previously referred to as Khanterin, "So in the cliff
near Khanterin, (south of Shepherd's bush cliff) the dip is slightly to N.W , but close to this there exists an
anticlinal curve, one end dipping to N., and the other to S " (APPENDIX.—No. 1. (1847, October 13). The Sydney
Morning Herald (NSW: 1842 - 1954).
Newcastle Recreation Reserve is situated immediately south of the central city area of Newcastle with the
northern border facing Ordnance and Pit Streets. It is to the south of Ordnance St, and to the east of The
Terrace. Its eastern border is the ocean, the southeastern border is formed by the cliffs and shore line of the
Pacific Ocean. The southern border runs across Shepherd’s Hill and on the west, it runs along The Terrace and

then along a line joining that street to the end Brown Street where it meets the northern border, along Pit and
Ordnance streets. The park has been divided into sections by the creation of Reserve Road and the extension of
Wolfe Street. The park is 38ha and its central feature is a rotunda, which was constructed in 1898. The park also
has formal gardens, the remains of a coastal heath and a playground. Shepherd's Hill Cottage, Observation Post
and gun pit are located on one of the hills of the park. There are also other military installations to the south near
King Edward Park Headland Reserve. Also a buried gun emplacement near Shepherd’s Hill as shown in Image ?
There is an ornate Victorian drinking fountain, which is located near the Rotunda at the side of the road. Also
located within the boundaries of this nominated area are King Edward Park Headland Reserve and the Obelisk,
a navigational marker which was built in 1850. The park's topography is dominated by a partly filled gully, which
leads down eastwards from The Terrace towards the ocean.
It contains within its borders a number of sites historically important to the State. They include the Bogey Hole
(SHR listed), The Defence establishments of Shepherds Hill (SHR listed) The Obelisk and the Obelisk hill
(Newcastle LEP). The obelisk stands alone at the peak of The Hill and has views of the sea and the city. It is a
stone structure with an elongated pyramid set on a square pedestal. It is painted white. The Obelisk is a
prominent monument on the highest hill in Newcastle Recreation Reserve. It has always been a part of King
Edward Park, although there has been a physical separation by the building of Ordnance Street during the
1870s, Reserve Road and the extension of Wolfe Street (both 1880s). The Obelisk site attracts many visitors for
the extensive views of the city of Newcastle, the coastline, the ocean and King Edward Park itself. The hill now
has steep cliffs on three sides; the fourth slopes more gently down to Newcomen Street with made paths and
steps. The cliffs have been created by the construction of the roads mentioned and by quarrying for stone for
building and road making in the early 1880s.
The Bogey Hole is located on the rock shelf adjacent to the ocean below the cliffs near where the water course in
the northern gully originally flowed into the sea. This area is now covered by the extension of Shortland
Esplanade in the early 1900s.

Condition of fabric and archaeological potential
The site has the potential to reveal archaeological remains of the first commercial coal mining in Australia by
mine shaft (vertical shaft). There has been minimal archaeological research carried out on this mine shaft. The
mine was worked from 1817 and 1831. There was minimal mining in this area after this time. There is a high
archaeological potential in finding information relating to colonial mining techniques. It is suggested in the
Newcastle Archaeological Plan that there may be the potential of finding relics related to the convict/Macquarie
period in this shaft (Bowling Green shaft). As an example of one of the earliest mines built away from the shores
of the harbor, the ‘Bowling green Shaft’ deserves archaeological investigation.
The grounds of the park are in good condition. The rotunda, drinking fountain and gardens have been well
maintained, however in May 2012 the drinking fountain was extensively damaged by vandals. The site has
archaeological research potential in the defence sites on the Shepherd’s Hill. There is also the potential of
archaeological investigation of the defence sites within the park area proper that certainly are not part of SHR
listing of the Defence Group. Locations of these other military sites are shown in the map provided. ‘Tanks
Traps’ from WWII exist at the reserve and are located below the ocean wall between Newcastle South Beach
and Bogey Hole. These are in relative good condition considering their age, fabric and exposure to the natural
elements.

There is also the potential to repair and reinstate the flagstaff that has been a feature at the former Bowling Club
site for most of the twentieth century. This, along with the masonry fence along Ordnance Street is a strong
feature reflecting social and recreational use as a bowling club.
At the Park entrance at the top of The Terrace are two sandstone pillars, all that remains of entrance gates, with
four pillars and elaborate wrought iron gates, which were first put at the entrance at the top of Watt Street, They
were the gift of the brewer Joseph Wood in 1907.
Government established an Obelisk to be used as a navigational marker. The existing obelisk is a stone
structure and has possibly been rebuilt on various occasions due to lightening damage and later by the 1989
earthquake. Today the Obelisk is in good condition.
Newcastle Recreation Reserve has archaeological research potential at a State level because it encompasses
the site of one of the earliest coal mines in Newcastle.
Integrity & Intactness
Newcastle Recreation Reserve has a high level of integrity.
Modification Dates
"During the 1880s, the park was divided into three parts as a result of the construction of Reserve Road and the
south end of Wolfe Street. In 1879 a water fountain was constructed and in 1888 it was reconstructed. In the
same year, there were new tree plantations. The Shepherds Hill Fort was constructed in 1890 within the
boundaries of the park. In 1889, the oval was converted into a small cricket ground. In 1891, the gully was filled
and the City Bowling Club occupied this site. In 1894 the land was vested in the control of Newcastle City
Council. In 1898 the Rotunda was constructed, and in 1907 Joseph Wood donated money in order to build a set
of stone gateposts and elaborate metal entrance gates at the Watt Street entrance. During WWII, gun
emplacements and bomb shelters were built in the park and were not demolished until 1978." (Rosen)
During the 1880s, the park was divided into three parts as a result of the construction of Reserve Road and the
south end of Wolfe Street. The area to the west of Wolfe Street became known as Arcadia Park and the area
between Reserve Road, Wolfe Street and Ordnance Street was called Obelisk Reserve. The remaining area was
known as Upper Reserve.
Historical Outline
Governor King first established the outpost in 1801 to control unchecked exploitation by private traders and
provide hard labour for re-offending convicts. The settlement was withdrawn in 1802, but re-established in 1804
following the Irish rebellion at Vinegar Hill. Systematic extraction of coal continued in the immediate area from
1804 to 1817, after which a newer mine opened in the nominated area. This was a government mine, later
named the Bowling Green shaft located on King Edward Park Headland Reserve. Later the Government coal
mine on top of the hill was leased to the Australian Agricultural Company, when this was longer used the area
was Government unused land. "The site contains evidence of a time when Newcastle was becoming a
flourishing coal producing centre. There are the remains of a convict era coal mine, popularly known as the
‘Bowling Green Shaft’ which is believed to be situated on the headland reserve. Some writers assert that the
mine was established under Surgeon Mason in the failed settlement of 1801; others assert that it was a later
development and was in use by 1817. The mine necessitated the transportation of coal down to the wharf, in the
process creating a well worn track. The track is believed to be the genesis for Watt Street, which is the most
historical and original main street in Newcastle (King Edward Headland Reserve Plan of Management, p. 8). The

Australian Agricultural Company took over the government mines in 1831. Free labour eventually replaced
convict workers from the 1840s (Pemberton, 1986).
The state heritage listed bathing pool; the Bogey Hole is also located in King Edward Park. It was constructed by
convicts in 1819-22 under the direction of Major James Morisset and was opened for public use in 1863
(Newcastle City Council, 2007, p. 75). Along with the Soldiers’ Baths, which were constructed in 1883, it is a rare
survivor of a public amenity constructed during the Victorian era (National Trust of Australia, p. 85).
"The name 'Shepherd's Hill' is derived from the name 'Sheep Pasture Hills' which was given to the place by
Lieutenant Colonel Paterson when he first visited the site in 1801, because the steep grassy slopes reminded
him of England." Newcastle was founded in 1804 as a penal settlement largely directed to mining coal. The first
town area had no formal plan, unlike many other Macquarie towns, but there was space to the south allotted for
government gardens and for grazing stock. Later in 1823 in the definitive Henry Dangar plan this area was
labelled ‘Reserve for city expansion and for public recreation’.
" In the 1830s, the AA Company was granted the land west of Brown Street, with the boundary extending south
along what later became The Terrace. This road now forms the western border of King Edward Park. In 1851, in
the interests of the future extension of Newcastle, the land south of Church Street and west to the AA Company
boundary was designated as a pasturage reserve. This land was to become part of King Edward Park
(Ecotecture, 2004, p.115)." Fortunately this was little encroached upon and it became a public reserve for
grazing stock and then in 1856 was granted by the Government for public recreation, the future King Edward
Park.
“The area was mined for coal during the 1840s, with a copper smelting works operating on the site (Bathers Way:
Surveillance, interpretive sign at Shepherds Hill). Huts were constructed for miners and their families "Newcastle
was declared a municipality in 1859 and just a few years later on 2 July 1863, a Recreation Reserve was
declared, which encompassed what is now King Edward Park as well as Fletcher Park and the coastal land
around Newcastle Beach (Ecotecture, 2004, p.115).
There are references to Shepherds Hill in the mining literature is, "At the highest point, Khanterin or South
Shepherds Hill, about halfway, there are 5 seams exposed. (vide Plan 2, Section No 3)". (H T Plews (1858). The
origins of Khanterin are unknown and further research is required to explore if it is an Aboriginal term. Also
significant is Yi-ran-na-li the headland and cliff face at Government Domain Precinct and King Edward Park
headland. This was a ‘fearful’ place where it was Aboriginal custom to be silent when passing the cliffs due to the
occurrences of rock falls, believing that speaking would invariably make overhanging rock and stone fall to the
ground and is derived from the headland. It is significant to the Awabakal people of the area, who occupied the
area before European settlement, Yi-ran-na-li means 'place of falling rocks'.(Albrecht, 2009) "The road beneath
the cliff has at times been closed off, due to the danger of falling rocks (King Edward Headland Reserve, Plan of
Management, p. 8). Newcastle City Council has recognised the significance of this place by using dual naming
on signs nearby. The site is registered with the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service. "(Sue Rosen 2008)
“Given its coastal location, it is not surprising that the park’s history is intertwined with defence and navigational
history, which are reflected in the physical features of the park. One such item is the Obelisk, which was erected
in 1850 as a navigation marker for ships entering Newcastle. It still stands on one of the hills and is visible from
many points in Newcastle. There are remains of the Shepherd’s Hill fortifications, which were constructed in 1890
and were a key defence post during World War II. There are also remnants of a WWII searchlight battery and a
bunker and tunnel complex, all located at King Edward park." (Rosen 2008)

Cultural Landscape
Since that time the essential topography of the park has changed little, apart from some reshaping of hills and
slopes Craggy rocky cliffs and the ocean form the south-eastern border. On the northern and southern edges are
high ridges and between them two deep gullies separated by a lower central ridge.
The northern ridge runs along Ordnance Street, it has level ground where the former bowling club was placed.
The southern ridge curves around the upper end of the Terrace and Shepherd’s Hill where the defence
installations are found. The northern gully was originally deep and steep sided, and contained an intermittent
water course running from near The Terrace to where it fell over cliffs into the sea. This gully has been
extensively filled and planted with groups and lines of trees, Norfolk Island Pines, figs and other varieties, The
level ground at The Terrace is called the cricket ground, then there is the Rotunda lawn, followed by the lawn
and flower beds of the Garside Gardens. Further towards the sea the gully has been terraced, filled and
landscaped to form a marsh-like water catchment area. The deep gully which was at the cliff end has
disappeared under the road which is the extension of Shortland Esplanade. Pipes carry water to the sea.
In and near the northern gully may be seen artefacts of the early European occupation. The Bogey Hole, the
swimming pool dug by convicts in the rock shelf beside the sea for Major Morisset, the Commandant of
Newcastle penal settlement (1818-23) who was fond of sea bathing. Then there is the Horseshoe, the U-shaped
track formed by convicts to allow Morisset to walk from his residence in the Government Domain to the Bogey
Hole. The track is now a road running around the Garside Gardens: it is still called the Horseshoe and is a wellknown landmark of the Park. It represents an historical relationship between the Government Domain, King
Edward Park and the colonial artefact, the Bogey Hole.
The southern gully is shallower and open with the hills slopes covered with short grass. It also contained an
intermittent water course now replaced by filling at the lower end. There has been little development in this gully
due the difficulty of growing larger plants.
By the mid-nineteenth century Newcastle had passed its convict era: coal mining had expanded and the
numbers of ships using the harbor and taking coal for export, to Sydney and overseas, greatly increased. The
trade was vital to the growth of Newcastle and to the economy of NSW. By the 1850s Newcastle was on the
verge of prosperity, although it had only 1500 people: civic amenities were primitive.
The Upper of Horse-shoe Reserve is an ornament to the city, and right through the city
and district there are now numerous pretty reserves and parks. In the Upper Reserve
there is a fine bowling green and tennis court, which is under the care of the Newcastle
Bowling and Tennis Clubs, and in every suburb are now to be found tennis and other
clubs.1
In 1856 a group of citizens, members of the Newcastle Chamber of Commerce successfully lobbied the NSW
Government to grant land, in perpetuity, in the Reserve for public recreation. The Chamber represented
ambitious people who believed Newcastle was headed for greatness the most important port in the Pacific and
should have a city park. In 1856 the public park was first proclaimed a recreational reserve, largely thanks to
Newcastle’s first Chamber of Commerce, ‘The Government were induced by the Chamber to grant the citizens in
perpetuity (35) thirty-five acres of land as a recreation ground in the most delightful and picturesque part of
Newcastle from the top of Watt Street round the Horse Shoe to the Obelisk.’ (Bingle, 1873:21) The park was later
known as ‘Upper Reserve’, plantings of Norfolk pines were completed in the late 1800s, and in 1910 the park
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John Windross and John Paul Ralston, Historical Records of Newcastle 1897-1997 (Newcastle: Federal
Printing, 1897).40.

was renamed King Edward Park. This was the main ‘civic’ park of the city of Newcastle were commemorative
and celebratory services took place, until a new the Civic Park was established west of the city in 1937.
The nineteenth century was a time in Australia generally when, following precedents set in Britain, the new
settlers in their new towns and cities were creating public parks and gardens. Parks gave a town status. This was
significant and the impact of migration is reflected in the British influence on Newcastle as shown in the public
gardens, Band rotunda, and British defence imperatives. They were enjoyed by the wealthy, but they were
especially valuable for the working classes. In the patronising manner of Victorian Britain the fresh air and
exercise to be found in a park would make people healthier. Exposure to nature, to the trees and flowers in a
park made people better citizens. Newcastle was strongly working class and, from migration, the most British
town in Australia.
The Park is important for leisure activities now, but in the early settlement it represented a colonial approach by
ambitious citizens to enhance the status of their young city, as well as serve a socio-political purpose. The
affluent citizens would provide amenities which would improve the welfare and health of the less well-off and
according to practices followed by civic leaders in Victorian Britain. From migration, Newcastle was strongly
British, there were many poorly paid miners and there was extensive poverty. A park would make them all better
citizens.
The Reserve was well-received by the citizens but there seems to have been little development apart from minor
works and the planting of trees, until the 1880s. However, with poor shallow soil and an exposure to strong saltladen winds the reserve posed many problems to a landscape designer. The topography was difficult. The
southern gully was broad and opens to the winds from the south east. It was and is largely covered with lownative grasses; little else will grow there. Generally the northern gully which is deep and narrower and facing
more easterly is better protected. It is more amenable to conventional park creation.
‘One of the finest Belvedere parks in Australia, rising high above the ocean to a number of vantage points
commanding extensive views.' (Register of the National Estate listing). Planting and carriage drives were begun
about 1865 by borough engineer, TA Ellis, while the design of the park has been attributed to Alfred Sharp in
1890. The result is a well laid out Victorian park which uses natural contours to good effect. The sunken floral
garden and adjacent outdoor amphitheatre are most evocative of past eras when promenading, picnicking and
cultural activities were organized there.
In 1889 a competition held for the design of the emerging park the following year the Newcastle Borough Council
awarded a contract to Mr. Alfred Sharp who had been responsible for designing parks in Islington, Wickham,
Lake Macquarie and Hamilton. He had already designed other parks in Newcastle. Sharp (he sometimes added
an ‘e’) was born in Birkenhead, England in and trained as a draftsman and in art. Sharp was a well-known artist
in New Zealand, where he spent most of his life and soon after moving to Newcastle, he became a prominent
figure in the Hunter region (Newcastle's forgotten artist, Newcastle City Library). In New Zealand, he had been a
proponent for conservation, deploring deforestation by fire and axe as well as writing about the dangers of
imported animals and parasitical plants (John M Thomson, Sunday Times, 1993). Sharp expressed similar
sentiments in letters he wrote to the Newcastle Morning Herald in regards to various issues, such as the
excessive pruning of trees in King Edward Park (Alfred Sharp, 1893). Alfred Sharp strongly objected to the
chosen location of the rotunda. The rotunda is a fine example of late Victorian architecture, with a delicately
moulded iron roof and cast iron lace." He felt that the position chosen by the council for it, which would require
filling in the gully, was unsuitable for its purpose as a music venue. He suggested that the rotunda instead be
erected on the lawn (Alfred Sharp, 1892, p.7). However, the gully was filled and the rotunda was placed there in
1898; it had originally been located at Centennial Park in Sydney (King Edward Headland Reserve Plan of
Management, p. 8). Although Sharp’s plans did not fully come to fruition, he was nevertheless able to take

advantage of natural formation of the gully which flowed from the upper reserve to the ocean by forming small
pools and groups of trees within the gully. The park is illustrative of Sharp’s technique of creating recreational
spaces in urban locations (Newcastle Herald 15/6/88).
He went to New Zealand, first as a farmer and the moving to Auckland to follow a career in art. He became a
well-recognized water-colourist depicting in fine, almost photographic, detail the native vegetation of his adopted
country. He also became an environmentalist, decrying, mainly though letters to the newspaper, the destruction
of native forests He also became an acknowledged art theorist, again promulgating his views and criticisms
through newspaper correspondence.
In 1887 he came to Newcastle because his brother, who was a successful business man and local politician,
lived here. He continued painting and practiced as an architect. He championed the preservation of Australian
native bushlands and was especially concerned about the environment of Newcastle. He deplored the ugliness
of the city and the absence of the usual amenities of most cities such as museum and art galleries. He again
voiced his views in many letters to the Newcastle Morning Herald. His plan for the Upper Reserve was based on
the views he had derived from principles of landscape design promoted by the British eighteenth century
landscape designers such as Loudon, Humphry Repton and others. The King Edward Park which has evolved to
the present day has deviated in part, from Sharp’s plans but the prominent garden historian James Beattie
believes that it is sufficiently faithful to Sharp’s ideas to justify calling it Sharp’s park.
Sharp aimed for a picturesque style, attractive to the eye of visitors and to artists. There would be lawns and
plantations laid out in flowing natural lines, taking into regard the terrain and the striking scenery of steep hills
and cliffs and views of the Pacific Ocean. There would be wide smooth curved paths. with graded slopes,
pleasant for gentle walking. Trees would be planted only in sheltered positions, out of strong winds. They would
be planted in naturalistic groups or avenues. He was aware of the problems of gardening close to the sea and
recommended plants and trees which he believed would flourish. Many of these came from New Zealand: Sharp
himself imported many of these trees: he was an ambassador for interdominion, Trans- Tasman trade and
culture.
In the northern gully Sharp planned a level area for a rotunda and below that where the gully ran down to the sea
as an intermittent water-course. there were to be several ponds, natural in form. There was also to be a rustic
bridge Sharp opposed excessive alterations to the natural land forms, including filling of the gully. However this
has taken place from time to time, as recently as 2004. The action always causes public controversy
Sharp’s plan was slowly incorporated, with some modifications. Many paths were built to make most areas easily
accessible. The northern gully near The Terrace was filled in to make a level ‘Cricket Field’. Below this another
level area was created where a rotunda was placed. A new road, higher than the Horseshoe, wound around the
Park from Ordnance Street to The Terrace. In the curve of the Horseshoe the gully was built up to make a level
site for the Garside gardens, with lawn and flower beds (1920s). Further down here has been filling and the
creation of an artificial rock filled stream bed.
The western part of the park, originally part of the whole, was cut off by the extension of Wolfe Street in the
1880s , Sharp intended this to be covered by trees but this has only happened in the last 30 years. The section
is now called Arcadia Park after an American sister town.
There are several monuments of historic and social significance in the park. The Rotunda was built in 1889 by a
local carpenter Rotunda for a contract written by the Newcastle Council. (Letter, Town Clerk from information in
Council minutes). It reminds us that in Victorian Britain rotundas decorated civic parks and that in them brass
bands played. These brass bands were a creation of working class societies, especially in industrial and coal
mining areas The King Edward Park Rotunda is a very appropriate monument for early Newcastle.

Leuitenant-Colonel Ranclaud, Commandant of the Northern milotary forces, has approved
of the suggestion of Captain Hilliard, Adjutant 4th Infantry Regiment, to provide a military
entertainment on the Horseshoe "Reserve on the evening of the 7th proximo. A number of
military displays will be given, and the band of the 4th Regiment will perform a programme
of musical selections. The reserve will be illuminated for the occasion, and a general
invitation to the citizens has been issued through the Major of Newcastle.
In the elbow of York Drive the sandstone drinking fountain can be found, a large elaborate Victorian construction.
It was erected in the Reserve in 1888 when the arrival of Newcastle’s first piped water supply made it feasible.
The fountain was first placed, in 1879, outside Newcastle Railway Station. Further research is needed on its
provenance.
The park was given its present name in 1910, as a sign of respect following the death of King Edward VII. During
the 1920s, extensive work was carried out by the city gardener, J.V.Coleman was involved in planting Norfolk
Island pines and the establishment of the Garside Gardens. Planting more trees pines was in harmony with
Sharp’s vision for the park, which emphasised embracing the natural beauty of the landscape. In 1907 Joseph
Wood, who owned a local brewery, donated a set of stone gateposts and elaborate metal entrance gates at the
Watt Street entrance. Wood was a prominent Novocastrian who was one of the contributors to the establishment
of the Sailors’ Home in Scott Street, and who, with his brother opened Wood’s Brewery in Newcastle. The gates
were from nearby Jesmond House, which his brother had recently vacated and which was a well known local
landmark in Newcastle. A crowd of several thousand people gathered to watch the official opening of the
elaborate wrought iron gates (EJE Architecture, p. 67).
Over the years, King Edward Park has provided a space for people to meet, listen to music and engage in social
and cultural activities. In 1889, a bowling club was established within the boundaries of the park. This site was
used for over 115 years for the purposes of lawn bowling (King Edward Headland Reserve, Plan of Management,
p. 8). Other recreational facilities at the park have included a cricket oval, tennis courts, ornamental gardens and
trees, seating and the rotunda which was used as a bandstand as well as a popular venue for wedding
receptions (King Edward Headland Reserve, Plan of Management p. 7).
Today the Newcastle Recreation Reserve has been identified as home to Themeda grasslands, an endangered
species of grass found on sea cliffs and coastal headlands. (Brochure, Themeda grasslands in KEP and Obelisk,
Nctle Council 2012) The Themeda grasslands are dominated by the grass species Themeda australis
(Kangaroo Grass), a reddish, tufted, low growing native grass found along coastal cliffs and headlands. A range
of shrubs and herbs may also be found in these grasslands including Acacia sophorae (Coastal Wattle), Banksia
integrifolia (Coast Banksia), Lomandra longifolia (Spiny Headed Mat-Rush) and Westringia fruticosa (Coastal
Rosemary). The Themeda grasslands are a reminder of the types of vegetation that inhabited our coastline prior
to European settlement. (Brochure: Themeda grasslands at KEP and Obelsik, 2012)

OBELISK HILL
The Obelisk has acted as a mark for navigation since it was built in 1850 to replace a large brick windmill with
Dutch sails which was the first navigation mark for entering a difficult and dangerous harbour entrance. It was a
daunting task in the days of sail when there were no breakwaters, many shoals and often strong south easterly
winds. There were many shipwrecks near the port entrance some with loss of life. Yet the young settlement of
Newcastle was completely dependent on the expedient export of coal by sea, and the State was increasingly
dependent economically on coal.

The Obelisk has another claim to heritage significance, as a monument which commemorates the prime role of
the windmill, built in 1820, at the request of Major Morisset. Its purpose was to grind grain to provide a source of
food for the newly established penal colony, when existing lines of food supply were unreliable. The mill
produced up to 10 bushels of grain per hour from 1820 to its closure in 1847, valuable food for the inhabitants of
the town. Commissioner Bigge and his witnesses have discussed the significance of food in the management of
the convicts sent to Newcastle. Those convicts were reoffenders. They had been convicted in Britain,
transported and offended again. The authorities believed they deserved rigorous punishment and so amongst
other measures their food was restricted and deliberately unappealing. Their gaolers were obliged to keep them
alive; they were expected to work all day in the coal mines, at making limestone, and in timber gathering,
amongst other tasks. Although they were allocated rations of sugar and of meat, that was often in short supply or
inedible. Vegetables and fruit were rarely available. Their main source of nutrition was grain from the mill, and
that was barely adequate.
Compared with those in other penal colonies the Newcastle convicts were not healthy, some collapsed at work.
There were more cases of sickness than in other settlements and those sick were slow to recover. Perhaps the
poor diet contributed to the reported poor performance of the convicts as coal miners in the settlement. The Mill
in King Edward Park played a significant role in this early period of Newcastle’s history
By 1847 the mill had outlived its usefulness; grain came from the Hunter valley. It was demolished amongst great
complaints from mariners about the loss of their familiar navigation mark. . The Government was forced to
replace it with the Obelisk monument itself, in 1850 It stands as much for itself as for the windmill
There is another historic site on the top of the Obelisk hill. In 1884 a reservoir was built there as part of
Newcastle’s first piped water supply. It allowed the development of a sewage system which would remove the
perception that Newcastle had a pervasive odour of human waste. The water and sewage came late to what was
to be NSW second city.
"The obelisk form was robust, highly visible and also had the potential to be decorative, and has been employed
for a range of official and commemorative purposes in NSW across the 19th and 20th centuries. The Georgian
style obelisk in Sydney's Macquarie Place also was used as a reference point. It was constructed in 1818 and
marked the point from where all public roads from Sydney were measured (Macquarie Place Precinct, State
Heritage Inventory, 758942). Various obelisks in NSW commemorate soldiers who served in war, such as the
Meadowbank Park Obelisk in Ryde. Although not intended to be a memorial, the obelisk in Newcastle has in a
sense become one, as it is a physical reminder of the maritime history of Newcastle. The obelisk is a landmark
within the boundaries of King Edward Park because it is situated on one of the highest points of this historic park.
Its presence accentuates the dramatic contrast between the cliffs of the park and the enclosed gullies."(Rosen
2008)
THE BOGEY HOLE
The Bogey Hole has been placed on the list of State Heritage Register, and the proposed nomination links the
Bogey Hole to the heritage significance of King Edward Park. The Bogey Hole is a place that is likely to have
been used by Aboriginal people prior to it being carved out by convicts in about 1819 for use by the
Commandant of Newcastle Major Morisset, it was know at this time as the ‘’Commandant’s Baths’. The term
‘Bogey’ is believed to have associations with Aboriginal term ‘to bathe’.
The Bogey Hole and the path that lead to it, called the Horse shoe, now a road, form some of the earliest
artefacts of European occupation of the Hunter area which are still visible. The path, also built by convicts was
the track taken by Major Morisset on his walk from his residence at the top of the Government Domain (near
upper Watt Street) into what became the park and then down the hill. Of necessity the path was obliged by the

depth and steepness of the gully to head towards the landward end where the path made the U of the Horseshoe
The path then ran down to the cliff above the Baths. The Horseshoe, with the Bogey Hole, have been wellknown land marks in King Edward Park, since the mid 19th century They are both visible relics of a military and
convict era in a specially harsh penal colony. They also links the Newcastle Recreation Reserve containing King
Edward Park and its Bogey Hole physically and historically with the Government Domain as parts of an historic
precinct running from Newcastle Beach to the top of Shepherd’s Hill.
The sea baths are the oldest baths in Australia and became a valuable public amenity after coming under the
control of the city council in 1863. They were enlarged to about seven times their original size in 1884. It was a
time when sea bathing was becoming popular. It was also a time when Newcastle was seeking to change its
image of grime and smoke to one which attracted visitors. It is of heritage significance that at this time
Newcastle proposed becoming a regional centre as a resort, ‘the Brighton’ of the Northern Districts of NSW (after
Brighton, Sussex.) There were several proposals put to Newcastle Council to build villas in King Edward Park to
accommodate wealthy visitors, graziers from the Upper Hunter who might wish to spend their summer holidays in
Newcastle. People in Newcastle envisaged that their city might become the capital of a new state, a proposal
which surfaced again in the 1970s.
THE DEFENCE GROUP
The defence installations on Shepherd’s Hill have also gained State heritage recognition. Their detailed history
is available elsewhere. The installations include a gunpit and the related Gunners Cottage built in the 1890s and
the large observation tower and range-finding pits of the Second World War. There are other installations of the
1940s nearby: a gun bunker on the cliff behind houses in Cliff Street and a searchlight post on the cliffs off
Memorial Drive. There are defence remains in the Park itself: another gun bunker on the brow of the central
ridge in the Newcastle Recreation Reserve. This and the associated magazines have been partly demolished
and covered. Their position is marked by a patch of transplanted grass, different to the native grasses on this
ridge. There is the concrete work of another searchlight observation post at the base of the hill below the
Headland Reserve. All the sites warrant further archaeological investigation.
As well as their historic significance as examples of defence sites and changing defence technology dating from
the 19th century they have significance in the context of King Edward Park itself and of NSW and Australian
history.
The Shepherd’s Hill site was originally a valuable part of King Edward Park. Then in the 1890 it was requestioned
by the NSW Government for military use. Newcastle Council protested at the loss which was without any
compensation. The site remained unavailable for the park until 1960s, when the City Council again took
possession.
The circular gun pit with the 8- inch disappearing gun, magazines and tunnels was built in 1896. It and Fort
Scratchley were jointly responsible for the defence of Newcastle and for the protection of the coal trade so
important to the economy of NSW. Both were part of a number of coastal defence establishments built on the
east coast of NSW. They were planned by Admiral Tyron of the Australian Naval Squadron of the imperial Royal
Navy, ostensibly for local defence against the numerous threats of Russian invasion which came between 1860
and the late 1880s. They have also been interpreted as a being strategic measures to strengthen Britain’s role in
the South Pacific in the face of ventures by Japan, Russia and the US, the World War II structures were directed
against Japan. The Newcastle Recreation Reserve was thus associated with British imperialism, before
Australia had adequate defence forces of its own, and when Britain believed it had a global role in protecting its
own interests.

CONVICT COAL MINE
In the north east section of the Newcastle Recreation Reserve is now called the King Edward Park Headland
Reserve there is a mine shaft, known as the Bowling Green Shaft. Its date of establishment is uncertain;
perhaps in the first settlement in 1801, or later around 1817. The exact site is unknown. To transport coal it had a
shute which ran down Watt Street to the harbour.
"The site contains evidence of a time when Newcastle was becoming a flourishing coal producing centre. There
are the remains of a convict era coal mine, popularly known as the ‘Bowling Green Shaft’ which is believed to be
situated on the headland reserve. Some writers assert that the mine was established under Surgeon Mason in
the failed settlement of 1801, others assert that it was a later development and was in use by 1817. The mine
necessitated the transportation of coal down to the wharf, in the process creating a well worn track. The track is
believed to be the genesis for Watt Street, which is the most historical and original main street in Newcastle (King
Edward Headland Reserve Plan of Management, p. 8)." (Rosen 2008)
There have been newspaper reports that the shaft was used for the disposal of night soil and that there was an
explosion caused by the ignition of gas from the mine. These episodes remind us that Newcastle was late to be
connected to a piped water supply and to a sewerage system.
CRITERIA
A. It is important in the course or pattern of the cultural or natural history of NSW.
"It meets this criterion of State significance because the precinct is one of the earliest coal mines in NSW is
located in this park. It is also significant to the State of NSW because the state heritage listed Bogey Hole is
located within King Edward Park. The important theme of defence in NSW is demonstrated through the remnants
of military fortifications at King Edward Park as well as the fortifications which survive on Shepherd's Hill." (Rosen
2008)
It is important to the advancement of the Colony of the NSW as Government agricultural area 'sheep
pastures' and Government coal mine.
The parkland has state historic significance because of the use of the natural environment in developing
recreation, its use since the penal settlement shows the development of recreation and leisure to
current day.
The place is an outstanding example of the Colony’s early position at the forefront of applied coal
mining technology in the early 1800s this contribution to the nation’s economic development.
The place has been in Government use since 1804 and has an outstanding connection to landscape
and is relatively undeveloped.
Particular characteristics are reflected in the paths and roads that were associated with the origins of
walking paths, and 'the horseshoe'.
A place that represents patterns of economic and social development of the early colonial period
through the movement from government-controlled and convict-worked industry to the arrival of free
labour and the beginnings of private enterprise.
The Obelisk has historical significance because it is closely associated with Newcastle's maritime history. Its
presence on Obelisk Hill is a physical reminder of 19th century Newcastle, when the main line of communication
to Newcastle was via the sea and when in habour navigation guided by using this structure as a reference point.
The obelisk also has local significance because it served as a lookout during events in Newcastle's maritime
history. It has historical continuity with the development of Newcastle during the 19th and early 20th century.

B. It has a strong or special association with a life or works of a person, or groups of persons
importance in the cultural or natural history of NSW.
It meets this criterion of State significance because King Edward Park has a strong association with
the Commandants of the penal settlement who used the Bogey Hole (particularly Major Morisset).
The use of the swimming baths is an early representation that defined what would become a
significant part of the Australian culture (swimming and bathing).
The place has a high degree of significance in regard to convict heritage in NSW, particularly
convict labour and the associated convict built heritage (Bogey Hole and Mine shaft), and this is
reflected in the landscape. The park has a strong association with convict workers of Newcastle
who tended to the sheep pastures, worked in the coal mine.
The place holds special meanings for people who share the knowledge of the Aboriginal culture,
such as the Aboriginal significance of Yi-ran-na-li a cliff face at South Newcastle Beach.
The place is closely associated with Aboriginal and migrant relationships that lead to new
knowledge of Aboriginal culture to be further understood, for example the relationship between
Biraban the Aboriginal leader and Reverend Threlkeld in the telling and documenting of the
dreamtime story associated with Yi-ran-na-li.
The park has significance because of the association with landscape architect and artist Alfred
Sharp, who designed gardens in Islington, Wickham, Lake Macquarie and Hamilton. He
emphasised the importance of creating attractive natural spaces within urban areas, and King
Edward Park owes much to his vision of an open area embracing natural beauty and encouraging
recreational activities. (Rosen 2008)His design reflected those of the famous English landscape
designers of the 18th century.
Sharp brought a trans Tasman culture to Newcastle and NSW. He imported trees native to NZ to
Australia believing they would flourish. One variety the pohutakawa was planted extensively in
Newcastle Recreation Reserve. Thus Sharpe was a promoter of interdominion trade and energetic
protagonist of environmentalism.
C. It is important is demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or
technical achievement in NSW.
It meets this criterion of State significance because the park has aesthetic significance, because
not only is it a vast, open green space, it has extensive views of the ocean, especially from the hills.
It reflects the open spaces of what was described in 1804 as 'sheep pasture hills'.
The place has a high degree of aesthetic and creative value, a wealth of individuals have found
creative inspiration from the landscape since 1804 to current day and whose works have
documented the transformation of the place shaped by human intervention. Signal Hill (the Obelisk)
has been the highest vantage point whereby many nationally significant artworks such as Edward
Close’s ‘from the Mill’ (1820) were undertaken from.
The contrast of the steep hills with the gully gives it a dramatic coastal appearance that is
picturesque and remains open space to the ocean.
The site has aesthetic significance due to the impressive views it offers along the Newcastle
coastline as a complex of structures and forms and which are highly evocative of war and coastal
defence systems. The Gun Emplacement and Observation Post occupy a prominent position on a
high vantage point adjacent to King Edward Park, Newcastle's major historic park.
It is also aesthetically significant because its Rotunda, drinking fountain and formal garden are fine
examples of Victorian style parkland, and is unlike any other parkland in NSW.

The construction of the Bogey Hole in this park demonstrates a high level of creativity and
achievement in NSW, by Colonial authorities and convicts.
The place shows innovative and technical achievement related to quarrying and levelling of the
topography to provide a location for early European occupation that contributed to use for defence,
leisure and recreation and growth of the Colony’s regional tourism market.
The place represents the establishment of an industry (coal mining) using convict labour. Coal
mining continues to be a major strength of the Australian economy.
The urban coastal design of this parkland reflects a sense of creative achievement in that it adapts
the natural environment and topography with the construction of a public recreation area.
The landscape architecture of the gardens designed by Alfred Sharpe represents a creative
achievement in being able to landscape what was a rugged open coastal area.
The place is an outstanding example of early navigational, maritime and military history associated
with the Prospect Hill (Obelisk). This site became a navigational device; the Obelisk is naturally a
prominent feature when approaching the harbour. It stands alone at the top of the hill and its clean,
classical lines give it a striking presence. Its location offers wide views across the water and city.
The obelisk has technical significance as an important part of the navigation system of the 19th
century in Newcastle Harbour.
D. It has a strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in NSW for
social, cultural or spiritual reasons.
It meets this criterion of State significance because King Edward Park has local social significance because it
has been used as a public space since the 1860s, where people have gathered for various events, ranging from
barbecues to wedding receptions. The park has had a continuous role in the recreational life of the city. It also
has local Aboriginal cultural significance as illustrated by the naming of the rocky headlandd.
The reserve is important for leisure activities now and has a continuous association with a colonial
approach to recreation this was later enhanced by ambitious citizens and their pride in the young city,
as well as serving a socio-political purpose and use for civic events.
The affluent citizens encourage and provided amenities to improve the welfare and health of the less
well-off, and following practices by civic leaders in Victorian Britain. The reserve has a strong heritage
associated with social life in Newcastle and public recreation for all citizens. There have many memorial
services there, including the one honouring King Edward when the park was dedicated to him.
The Bogey Hole is important to the Greek Orthodox community in Newcastle who have used the
swimming baths continuously since 1957 for the blessing of the waters religious ceremony. Similar
ceremonies are performed around the world, blesses the sea when a silver cross is hurled into the
water and young men dive in to retrieve it.
The reserve is significant to people beyond Newcastle, such as Lake Macquarie, Maitland and Port
Stephens that use it. It is a significant regional park.
The social significance of the park continues today in its use for major events.

E. It has the potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the cultural or
natural history of NSW.
King Edward Park has research potential for the State of NSW because of the location of an early coal mine in
the park. This place with significant features of the early convict coal mines has immense cultural value and

potential for further archaeological research to provide information about colonial and convict life in Australia, and
the development of coal mining in Newcastle.
The park also has research potential due to the remains of military fortifications on the site.
The place has the potential to provide important new information in regard to Aboriginal sites that
reveals a rare incidence of Aboriginal archaeology close to the major regional city.
The place that can help us understand aspects of the relationship between two cultures Aboriginal and
European people in the early contact period as it was an important site both cultures during the
settlement as shown in Edward Close’s panorama (1820).
It meets this criterion of State significance because the Park is important for leisure activities now, but in the early
settlement it represented a colonial approach by ambitious citizens to enhance the status of their young city, as
well as serving a socio-political purpose. The affluent citizens would provide amenities which would improve the
welfare and health of the less well-off. According to practices followed by civic leaders in Victorian Britain. From
migration, Newcastle was strongly British, there were many poorly paid miners and there was extensive poverty.
A park would make them all better citizens.
The prominent monument in King Edward Park, the band rotunda, is a reminder with that of the brass bands
which used rotundas, of British traditions well ensconced in the coal-mining, industrial Midlands. Playing in brass
band became a popular pastime, well supported by mine and factory managers.
The place has outstanding heritage value to NSW because it contributes to the knowledge associated
with the growth of ‘Public Recreation’ and Victorian park and landscape designs in regional areas.

F. It possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of the natural or cultural history of NSW.

The Newcastle Recreation Reserve is a rare example of native grasslands including Themeda grass
over this 40 hectare coastal location. Increasing coastal development and weed invasion has led to
substantial decline in the area of Themeda grasslands in NSW, are now at risk of extinction.
Aesthetically the Newcastle Recreation Reserve is a rare example of the transformation of the natural
landscape that has been shaped by convict labour and early European occupation and intervention and
is still evident today.
The place is rare because it has forms a Public Recreational area that is indicative of the changing
patterns from convict labour and industrial usages to leisure-orientated pursuits, from official use by the
Commandant to a contemporary bathing and public recreation culture. The Bogey Hole is the oldest
European swimming bathes in Australia.
The social significance of the park continues today in its use for major events.
The place is rare because the coal mine shaft there is part of a group that possesses Australia’s oldest
surviving physical evidence of coal mining (shaft).
The place is rare because it has forms a Public Recreational area that is indicative of the changing
patterns from convict labour and industrial usages to leisure-orientated pursuits, from official use by the
Commandant to a contemporary bathing and public recreation culture. The Bogey Hole is the oldest
European swimming baths in Australia.
Newcastle Recreation Reserve is rare evidence of the changing culture of recreational use of coastal
areas, from the early European use by the Commandants to public use.

Newcastle Recreation Reserve is a rare landscape associated with Aboriginal and European occupation
that has remained relatively unchanged in terms of development. This is a particularly rare example in
NSW due to its coastal location.
This nominated area was a colonial recreational area and rare for a park to have convict features such
as the baths in its locality.
G. It is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of cultural or natural
places/environments in NSW.
Newcastle Recreation Reserve contains a place of outstanding significance for local indigenous people.
Yi-ran-na-li the headland and cliff face at King Edward Park headland is the location of a dreaming story
that details the custom to be silent when passing to prevent rock falls. Its significance to the Awabakal
people of the area, who occupied the area before European settlement.
Yi-ran-na-li has heritage values that are held by Aboriginal people as part of their culture and traditions
and the Dreaming stories represented at the site.
It meets this criterion of State significance because King Edward Park is an outstanding example of
open parkland associated with the period of European contact that reflects the changing patterns of
leisure orientated pursuits.
Background or reason for nomination
King Edward Park Group in Newcastle was nominated for the SHR in 2008; the Heritage Council NSW
commented "that the nomination did not argue the totality of the Park’s significance sufficiently. More clarity was
required as to what makes up the King Edward Park group. While potentially of State heritage significance, the
nomination does not prove the case. More information was required on the context of individual park elements as
well as their linkages. Finally Members stated that a map of the Park was needed.”
This revised SHR nomination of this historic park acknowledges the rich Aboriginal and European heritage, it
contains the Bogey Hole swimming baths and one of the earliest coal shafts in the southern hemisphere.
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